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the expression of passion, a stage picture,
a man holding a woman's hand or sitting
with his head in his hands in dim light by
the red glow of a fire. It was certainly
an understanding of the slightness of the
form, of its incapacity for the expression
of the deeper sorts of passion, that made
the French invent the play with a thesis,
for where there is a thesis people can grow
hot in argument, almost the only kind of
passion that displays itself in our daily life.
The novel of contemporary educated life
is upon the other hand a permanent form
because having the power of psychological
description it can follow the thought of a
man who is looking into the grate.
HAS THE DRAMA OF CONTEMPORARY
LIFE A ROOT OF ITS OWN ?
In watching a play about modern edu-
cated people, with its meagre language
and its action crushed into the narrow
limits of possibility, I have found myself
constantly saying: " Maybe it has its
power to move, slight as that is, from being
able to suggest fundamental contrasts and